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Webinar Information

This webinar is provided under award # 2020-MC-FX-K003, provided by the Office 
of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), and supported by the 
AMBER Alert Training & Technical Assistance Program.

The opinions expressed by presenters in their oral or written material are theirs 
alone, and do not necessarily represent those of the National Criminal Justice 
Training Center of Fox Valley Technical College or OJJDP.

This webinar may contain difficult and explicit content, and graphic images, which 
some people may find offensive. We respect the feelings and tolerances of our 
participants related to sensitive topics. Please be sure to take special care to 
protect yourself, as needed. If there is something we can do to support you during 
this webinar, please let us know.



AMBER Alert Training & 
Technical Assistance Program

Mission
To safely recover missing, endangered,
or abducted children through the 
coordinated efforts of law enforcement, 
media, transportation, and other partners by 
using training and technology to enhance 
response capacities and capabilities and 
increase public participation. 



Zoom Webinar Technical Overview

Enter your questions into the Q&A box. 

Watch the Chat for messages from the webinar organizers. 



Post Webinar Information

• At the end of the webinar, a short evaluation 
will appear in a separate web browser 
window. 

• Pop-up blocker must be turned “off.”

• You will receive an email within 2 weeks with 
instructions on how to access our webinar 
library, the recording of this webinar, 
additional webinars and self-paced courses.



Certificate of Attendance

• Live Webinar = YES

• What do I need to do?

- Attend the entire live webinar

- Complete the evaluation

• Certificate is emailed to you in two (2) weeks

• Attending as a group?

Email names to jeanette.leitner1969@fvtc.edu



Poll Questions
Poll questions may be asked 
during the webinar.  

This is your time to weigh in with 
your thoughts.

Please respond promptly; 
polls are open for a short 
period of time.
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Learning Objectives

Recognize the history and essential components of the AMBER 

Alert program

Examine the criteria of an AMBER Alert and how to support law 

enforcement during an AMBER Alert activation

Explore tools and resources available to law enforcement 

during an AMBER Alert activation and how the community may 

interact with law enforcement



AMBER Alerts
What are they and how 

do they involve me?



Amber’s Story

• In 1996, Amber Hagerman was 
kidnapped and subsequently 
murdered in Arlington, Texas. 



1.There is reasonable belief by law enforcement that an 

abduction has occurred.

2.The law enforcement agency believes that the child is in 

imminent danger of serious bodily injury or death.

3.There is enough descriptive information about the victim and 

the abduction for law enforcement to issue an AMBER Alert to 

assist in the recovery of the child. 

4.The abduction is of a child aged 17 years or younger.

What is an AMBER Alert?



Why Minutes Count

“…the vast majority of the abducted children who are 
murdered are dead within three hours of the abduction.”

https://www.atg.wa.gov/child-abduction-murder-research

https://www.atg.wa.gov/child-abduction-murder-research


What is the 
Hollywood Effect?



Successful alerts 
require partnerships 

and an understanding 
of everyone’s role.



911 Operators play 
an important role



What happens when the police arrive?

What decisions need to be made?



What role does 
the media play?

Where will I see 
the information?



Community



Emergency Alert System



Freeway Signs



Law Enforcement Flyers



WEA History



How do WEAs work?



How do WEAs work? Cont.



Explain Hyperlink



Details at http://chp.click/alert



AMBER Alert on Phone



Hyperlink Use



How Does 
it Work?



What is my role as a 
community member?



Do my actions 
really make a 
difference?



What happens if an 
incident doesn’t meet 

the criteria for an 
AMBER Alert?



Why can’t any 
missing children be 

an AMBER Alert?



How can you
learn more?



AMBER Alert Training

https://amberalert.ojp.gov/resources/training-and-technical-assistance

https://amberalert.ojp.gov/resources/training-and-technical-assistance


NCJTC Website

https://ncjtc.fvtc.edu/programs/PR00000010/amber-alert-training-and-technical-assistance-program

https://ncjtc.fvtc.edu/programs/PR00000010/amber-alert-training-and-technical-assistance-program


• AMBERAdvocate.org
https://www.amberadvocate.org/

• NCMEC – National Center for Missing 

and Exploited Children 
https://www.missingkids.org/HOME

Resources

https://www.amberadvocate.org/
https://www.missingkids.org/HOME


Questions and 
Comments



Ed Bertola

Associate

NCJTC of FVTC

eddie.bertola1512@fvtc.edu



REMINDER

To receive a certificate you must:

1. Attend the entire live webinar

2. Complete the evaluation

A Certificate of Attendance will be emailed to you in two (2) 
weeks. 

You must complete the evaluation to receive a certificate. Do not 
close your browser until you complete the evaluation.



Thank you for your participation!

For assistance, please contact us:

AMBER Alert Training and Technical Assistance Program (AATTAP)
(877) 712-6237 | askamber@fvtc.edu | ncjtc.fvtc.edu/AMBER



No video, audio or photo memorialization is allowed during this webinar for any 

reason. Anyone engaging in the recording or memorialization of the presentation materials 

will be requested to delete/destroy photos or recordings and may be dismissed from the 

webinar.

The webinar materials provided herein are proprietary in nature and contain sensitive 

information that is “FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY”. Dissemination, distribution, or 

photocopying of these materials is strictly prohibited without the express written consent of 

the National Criminal Justice Training Center of Fox Valley Technical College and OJJDP.

This webinar may contain video clips or other copyrighted material, the use of which has 

not always been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. The presentations for 

these webinars are created for non‐profit educational purposes and constitute “fair use” in 

accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107.

NCJTC Disclaimer



This webinar is designed to provide you with information, tools, and skills that you can 

apply in your work, not all of which may be applicable in your particular jurisdiction. Laws 

vary from one jurisdiction to another and are constantly evolving, as is technology.

Any electronic materials provided herein are not intended to be all‐inclusive or exhaustive. 

The use of specific investigative methodologies, hardware devices, software 

tools, website references, etc. demonstrated in the training is not an endorsement by the 

National Criminal Justice Training Center of Fox Valley Technical College, OJJDP, nor a 

guarantee that their use is appropriate in all circumstances.

Always check with your supervisors and prosecutor’s office and always follow your

agency’s policy and guidance. Software and other material may be subject to copyright 

protection and may require licensing or permission before use.

NCJTC Disclaimers


