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Webinar Information
This webinar is supported under Cooperative
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Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
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Points of view or opinions expressed in this
document are those of the authors and do not
necessarily represent the official position or
policies of OJJDP or the U.S. Department of
Justice.

AMBER Alert Training & Technical
Assistance Program
Mission
To safely recover missing, endangered,
or abducted children through the coordinated
efforts of law enforcement, media,
transportation, and other partners by using
training and technology to enhance response
capacities and capabilities and increase public
participation.

During the Webinar
• All attendees will be muted.
• Have a question? Use the question/message box.
• Questions and comments are not seen by other
attendees.
• Questions will be answered by a panelist or posed to
the presenter (time permitting).

Post Webinar Information
• At the end of the webinar, a short survey will
appear in a separate web browser window.

• Pop-up blocker must be turned “off.”
• You will receive an email within 2 weeks with
instructions on how to access our webinar library,
the recording of this webinar, additional webinars
and self-paced courses.

Certificate of Attendance
• Live Webinar = YES
• Recorded Webinar = NO
• What do I need to do?
- Attend the entire live webinar
- Complete the survey

• A Certificate of Attendance will be emailed to you from
the GoToWebcast system once you submit your survey

• Attending as a group? Email names to Leitner@fvtc.edu

Poll Questions
Poll questions may be asked during the webinar.
This is your time to weigh in with your thoughts.

Please respond promptly; polls
are open for a short period of
time.

Contact Information
Dr. Dominique Roe-Sepowitz, MSW, PhD
Dominique.roe@asu.edu

Elynne Greene
E4959G@LVMPD.COM
General Inquiries –
info@ncjtc.org | www.ncjtc.org | (855) 866-2582

Learning Objectives
1

Understand about the term forced criminality in child sex
trafficking victims

2

Gain knowledge about the term ‘trick roll’ and how it is perceived
by sex trafficking victims

3

Receive information about vice-related robberies and the use of
these robberies to identify child sex trafficking victims

Research Team – ASU
Sex Trafficking Intervention Research (STIR)

Training
Services
Research
Impact

What is child

sex trafficking?
Sex trafficking is defined as a situation in which a
commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or
coercion, or in which the person induced to perform
such an act has not attained 18 years of age. 1

Always sex trafficking when under age 18 if there is
an exchange.
Both boys and girls can be victims of sex
trafficking.
1) Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA), 2000

Forced Criminality Explained by
Sex Trafficking Survivors
The victim has a desire to please the trafficker, with whom they are in
love or of whom they are afraid.

Getting the victim to commit crimes is a strategy used by the sex trafficker
to keep the victim in their control due to the victim’s fear of being caught or
limiting the victim’s exit opportunities due to their criminal history.

Forced Criminality Explained by
Sex Trafficking Survivors
The other crimes bring in money or contribute things to the ‘family’ or
trafficking enterprise and contributing to the family is a core rule and
expectation in sex trafficking stables (a trafficker with multiple victims).

Forced criminality crimes, including recruiting other victims for their
trafficker, demonstrates their commitment and loyalty to the trafficker.

Forced Criminality Explained by
Sex Trafficking Survivors
The criminal activities are part of the required quota (minimum
amount to be earned each day) for the victim outside of commercial
sexual exploitation. For example, and if they bring in a watch or cash,
the trafficker is satisfied.

The trafficker exploits the victim’s knowledge of other vulnerable
people and expects or forces the victim to recruit the vulnerable
people into the sex trafficking situation as new victims.

Forced Criminality Explained by
Sex Trafficking Survivors
By meeting their quota for the day by stealing valuable items from
sex buyers, the victims do not have to stay visible while looking for
more customers which has the risk of possible detection and arrest.

Trick Roll
• The act of committing a ‘trick roll’ (also referred to as a
‘lick’ or ‘hitting a lick’) or robbing a sex-buying customer
(also referred to as a ‘trick’) by a person commercially
exchanging sex has been reported to be a core
expectation of sex traffickers (Roe-Sepow-itz, 2019).
• Trick rolls can include:
○
○

○

Taking the belongings of the sex buyer while with them
Observing the sex buyer open a safe and then returning to
the room (with a stolen room card or inside help from
housekeeping) when the victim isn’t there
‘Setting up’ the sex buyer by allowing their trafficker to enter
the room (or car or house) where they are with the sex
buyer at which point the trafficker robs the sex buyer

Study
• Partners ASU STIR and Las Vegas Metropolitan Police
Department (LVMPD)
• Unique access to human trafficking data
• Innovative perspective of LMVPD Vice and Sex Trafficking
Investigations Unit and the Southern Nevada Human Trafficking
Task Force
• Institutional Review Board approval
• Data share agreement
• ASU STIR staff and students

Research Activities
Collected one year (October 1 2017 to October 1, 2018) of trick roll cases –
reported to law enforcement (not including reported to any other type of security)
Two criteria for inclusion:
Cases with indicators of prostitution involvement: three indicators

Involved in a crime of
Theft
Use of a Credit Card
Battery
Burglary

Larceny
Possession of a MV
Attempted Robbery

Extortion
Robbery
Grand Theft Auto

Why would the sex buyer report?

Research Questions
1. In what percentage of the trick roll cases was a suspect that committed
the crime identified?
2. Were the suspects of the trick roll cases identified by law enforcement as
known victims of sex trafficking (in a current or past sex trafficking case)?
3. Was a sex trafficker (known to law enforcement from a current or past
sex trafficking case) also identified as a suspect during the trick roll?
4. Did the sex trafficking victim suspects work alone?
5. Where did the suspects first make contact with the sex buyers in the trick
roll cases? Did this differ for suspects who were known sex trafficking
victims?

Research Questions
6. What were the characteristics of trick roll crimes including frequency, the
ways property was taken from the victims, what property was taken, was
the victim drugged, was a safe involved, and were weapons or violence
used, and how did these characteristics differ if the suspect was a
known sex trafficking victim?
7. What was stolen in the trick rolls? What was the value? Did this differ if
the suspect was a known sex trafficking victim?
8. Are there trends within the reported trick rolls regarding time of day,
locations of the crime, the places of origin of the victims, and techniques
of the suspects?
9. What are the characteristics of the victim (sex buyer)?

Review of the Cases
✓ 467 cases met the criteria for inclusion
✓ Entered into database by ASU STIR staff and students
✓ Specific data collected

Trick Rolls by Month in Las Vegas Referred to
Vice Unit 10/2017 to 10/2018 N = 467
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Trick Roll Characteristics
Where did the suspect first meet the sex buyer (victim)?
Club

136

33%

Casino

121

30%

Hotel

75

18%

On Street

58

14%

Private Apartment

6

2%

Other Building

6

2%

In Car

3

1%

What was stolen
Overall value: $4,427,103
Per trick roll: $9,497.87
• In 290 (62.1%) of the trick roll cases, cash was stolen
with a total of $916,899, with the largest amount of
cash stolen during one trick roll being $90,000. The
highest value of items and cash taken during a single
trick roll was $146,650.
• There were 48 (10.3%) trick rolls in which casino chips
were stolen with the total value of stolen chips being
$139,627 with the largest amount of casino chips
stolen during a trick roll being $23,000.
• Electronics including phones, laptops, external hard
drives, and cameras were stolen in 101 (21.6%) trick
rolls.

What was stolen
• Nine motor vehicles were stolen in trick roll
cases ranging from a Hummer to a minivan.
• In 134 (28.7%) trick roll cases a credit or debit
card was stolen with a total of 273 credit/debit
cards stolen ranging from one to 11 cards taken.
• Fifty driver’s licenses were stolen and 13
passports (five from the United States four
United Kingdom, and one each of China,
Canada, South Africa, and Australia).

Suspects
• Suspects identified- 684 described from the 467
cases. Only 212 suspects were identified.
• Suspect list (n=212) compared to LVMPD to
determine if they were also sex trafficking
victims:
– historical sex trafficking arrests
– Victim/sex trafficking reports

• 83.5% female, 15.5% male
• 68.1% were African American, 21.3%
Caucasian, 5.8% Asian, and 1% other race.

Suspects and
Victims
• Of the 212 suspects identified – 77 (36.3%)
were identified by the Vice and Sex Trafficking
Investigations Unit as known victims of sex
trafficking.
• All 77 were female, 72.7% were African
American.
• 62 known sex traffickers were linked to the trick
rolls, only one was female.
– 21.3% (n =13) of the sex trafficker were
identified and arrested for the trick roll (they
participated).

Minor Victims/Suspects
• Three trick roll cases involved minor children under
age 18 (14, 15, and 17 years old) who are
automatically sex trafficking victims due to their age.
• Two of the three minor suspects met their victims on
dating websites (Plentyoffish and Mojo Village).The
other minor suspect met her victim on the casino
floor.
• Two of the minor suspects were linked by the
LVMPD Vice and Sex Trafficking Investigations Unit
to known sex traffickers.
• Their victims were ages 72, 65, and 55 and were all
from the United States.
• In none of the minor suspect cases was a weapon
used.

Differences between known sex trafficking
victims/suspects and non-sex trafficked suspects
•Sex trafficking victims/suspects
More likely to have multiple suspects involved in the trick
roll (1.75 vs 1.42)
○ More likely to meet their victim at a casino or hotel
○ More money stolen ($11,346 vs $9,337)
○ More likely to take chips and electronics
○ More likely to use a weapon during the crime
○ More likely to injure their victim
○

Who are the sex buyers?
There were 499 victims (sex buyers) identified in the 467 trick rolls.
• Multiple victim situations included a father and son sharing a room,
friends or siblings sharing a room, two cases of a husband and wife, and
co-workers sharing a room
• Victims were primarily males (488, 97.8%) and 11 (2.2%) female victims
• Suspects in the trick rolls involving female victims were nine females and
two male suspects
• In 27.6 percent (129) of the trick roll cases, the victim was not from the
United States
• Age of the victims ranged from 20 to 82 years old with an average age of
39.3 years

Sex Buyers
• 28.9% were from outside the U.S., from 38 countries
• The rest were from 29 U.S. states with the most common state
being California (n =80, 23.2%)
• Occupations of the sex buyers were included for 85 of the sex
buyers. Their occupations included stock broker, airline pilot, radio
broadcaster, IT engineer, attorneys, police officers, mechanics,
business owners, doctors, real estate agents, military member, and
airline employee

Case 1
The 57-year-old victim from Nevada met the 33-year-old female suspect (from
Northern California) on Seeking Arrangements and they corresponded for 2
months online. They planned to meet up in Las Vegas and they agreed to have
sex for $1000. They went up to his room and he said he would pay $500 before
and $500 after. They agreed to have sex without a condom. When the suspect
said she wanted a condom, he got angry. He set $750 and his wedding band
on the table and went to the bathroom to change. The suspect put the money in
her bra. When he came out he noticed it was gone and got angry. He tried to
grab it from her. They fought, she punched him in the face and bit him, leaving
visible injury. She then left the hotel room and got into a car driven by her sex
trafficker. Police arrived on scene and arrested her. The victim later decided he
did not want to press charges.

Case 2
A 48-year-old male from Reno met the 18-year-old female suspect at a casino
on the Strip and he brought her back to his room at another hotel on the strip.
Once apprehended by police, the suspect stated that the male victim was trying
to sexually assault her in the hotel room, so she grabbed a steak knife while
running out of the room. When the victim followed her, she stated that she
stabbed him to get away from him. The victim stated that he was trying to make
a deal for prostitution, but that the suspect then grabbed his money and ran out
of the room. The victim stated that he chased the suspect out of his room to get
his money back and she stabbed him in the hand, chest, and arm.

Limitations of the Study
• Unclear of how many were never reported to the
Vice and Sex Trafficking Investigations Unit (either
never reported or to another unit)
• Impossible to conclude that the suspects not
identified as sex trafficking victims are not sex
trafficking victims.
• Trick roll data influenced by reporter and law
enforcement interpretation

Implications
• Responsibility for actions

• Criminal intent
• Victim-centered lens

• Understanding the dynamics of sex trafficking situations
• What should we do with this information
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REMINDER
To receive a certificate you must:
1.Attend the entire live webinar
2.Complete the evaluation
A Certificate of Attendance will be emailed to you
from the GoToWebcast system once you submit
your survey.
You will also receive an email in 2 weeks containing
instructions on how to access the recording of this
webinar.

Thank you for your participation!
For assistance, please contact us:

AMBER Alert Training and Technical Assistance Program (AATTAP)
(877) 712-6237 | askamber@fvtc.edu | ncjtc.fvtc.edu/AMBER

This presentation was produced with grant funding awarded under
the AMBER Alert Training and Technical Assistance Program
provided by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.
Neither the U.S. Department of Justice nor any of its components
operate, control, are responsible for, or necessarily endorse this
presentation (including, without limitation, its content, technical
infrastructure, policies, and any services or tools provided).
Additionally, points of view or opinions expressed are those of the
presenter(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position or
policies of the National Criminal Justice Training Center of Fox
Valley Technical College.

